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Quick note from the Rector
May I congratulate the village on their Jubilee Celebrations, and might I say I really
liked the prominent crown on the Green. A bit like Dawn French at Christmas, I did
have a lot of events to attend, however was able to make it to a very enjoyable event
at the Village Hall (where I was persuaded to dance!).
It remains a very unsettled time however in some ways things are a bit more
‘normal’ at the moment. Wishing you all the very best for Summer.

Reflection – death by lead piping!
If you lived in ancient Rome at its zenith, there is a good chance you had hot and
cold running water via lead piping. Indeed, this ‘miracle metal’ was used everywhere
– in pipes, plates, pots, and wine containers. However we now know that, slowly
and insidiously, people became poisoned and some lost their minds, contributing to
the disintegration of the empire.
One of the wonder technologies of today is the ubiquitous mobile phone. It is used
for everything … texting, turning on lights, monitoring your heart, following
‘influencers’ … or even phoning someone up! But they ping and buzz at you when
you lie in bed; targeted social media algorithms re-enforce your values (or
prejudices); and vile comments are made without risk of redress. Mobile phones
have surely led to a reduction in reasoned, respectful debate.
I use my phone all the time, but we might be wise to follow the example of a young
Melford couple I know who take mobile phone ‘days off’. Maybe doing likewise will
prevent us all from going mad!

Rev Lawson
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ALPHETON PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council holds bi-monthly meetings at
7pm in Alpheton Village Hall on the
first Tuesday of the month
Members of the public are welcome to attend

COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR 2022 - 2023
Wednesday 10th August 2022 at 7.30pm
4th October 2022
6th December 2022
7th February 2023
4th April 2023
Please note that Planning Applications can sometimes require
the Parish Council to amend the scheduled dates
If you wish to contact a member of the Council please use the following:
Chair - Madeline Gray

01787 249849

Vice Chair – John Moore

01284 828507

Trevor Rix – Webmaster

01284 828115
or trevor@trevorrix.co.uk

The Parish Clerk can be contacted at: alphetonpcclerk@gmail.com
Parish records and further details can be found at: alpheton.onesuffolk.net
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Alpheton Village Hall News
‘Well, the grass did its work and the village hall green space looked marvellous in time
for the Jubilee weekend. Just a shame the weather on the Sunday failed to cooperate!
Nevertheless, both the Friday night bar and music event and the Big Jubilee Lunch were
very well attended. Huge thanks to all those who helped, donated and participated.
The wooden crown on the green also held up beautifully and we received lots of positive
feedback.
Our next event is again aimed at inclusivity. It is a Family Fun Day and Barbecue on Sunday
17th July. There will be games and fun for all ages, including egg and spoon race, (plus a
slow egg and spoon too) Three legged race, sack race, rounders games, a relay race, welly
tossing and a grand finale in true Alpheton tradition of a Tug of War! Start thinking of
team ideas! Maybe Ladies v. Men (with one arm only). (Editor’s note – I understand this
is now planned to start at 4.00pm due to the forecast heat)
Food will be included in ticket price of £5 for adult, £2.50 under 16. The bar will be open,
teas, coffees and ice creams also available.
Alphie’s Bar will continue through the summer on the last Friday monthly, at the new
time of 8pm to 10.30pm. Next bar is July 29th.
Those of you that attended either of the Jubilee events saw how good our new visual and
sound system is. So, we are delighted to announce that Film Night is back! Hosted as
previously by Steph Eady, the Film Night will be on the second Monday of each month,
commencing on Monday August 8th, doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start. The first film will
be ‘The Personal History of David Copperfield’ (parts filmed in Bury St Edmunds) starring
Dev Patel, Hugh Laurie, Peter Capaldi. Admission price is £4 including tea/coffee and
biscuits. Alphie’s Bar will also be open from 7pm to start of film.
We are also very pleased to announce another new regular monthly event. This is the
attendance of the Coffee Caravan. This is a charitable enterprise, and takes the form of a
mobile coffee van that visits communities in Suffolk and Norfolk. The staff are qualified
to provide advice and information on a broad number of topics, basically ‘Coffee and
Information’. The coffee and advice are free, but guests can make a donation if wished.
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The Coffee Van will make its inaugural visit to Alpheton on Wednesday 10th August from
10am to 12 noon. It will be sited at the Village Hall, which will be open for use of toilets,
seating etc. The Village Hall will continue to hold its own charity coffee mornings every
few months on a Saturday.
Time to dust off your cowboy hats, Saturday October 29th is the night of The Great Barn
Dance! A professional group of musicians and caller is booked, a marquee extension will
be in place, food will be included in the ticket price of £20 per person. This will be very
popular so please book early!
The pantomime under the expert guidance of Mike Fahie Wilson looks finally set to grace
the stage on November 25th/26th too. Come and see your neighbours as you’ve never
seen them before!
Your Village Hall Committee is working tirelessly to provide events and services to make
the Hall the community hub it is ideally suited for. We really do need your support, both
in helping at events and attending. We are desperately in need of new heating plus
essential roof repairs, and other facilities. We are trying to raise funds through events
and grants, but unless we update the heating and roof it is possible that the Hall will not
be fully used during the winter, just when its use could be maximised.
If you would like further information on, or tickets for any of the above please contact
either Linda Reynolds on 01284 827325, or Julie Moss on 01284 828507. Or speak to any
Committee member.

Julie Moss
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Church Services
July
Sun 17th
Sun 24th
Wed 27th

9.00am
4.00pm
10.30am

Shimpling
Melford
Lawshall

Communion
Messy Church
Midweek Communion

9.00am
6.30pm
4.00pm
9.00am
10.30am

Alpheton
Melford
Lawshall
Shimpling
Lawshall

Morning Worship
Evensong
Informal Service
Communion
Midweek Communion

Alpheton
Melford
Lawshall
Shimpling
Melford
Shimpling
Lawshall
Lawshall

Communion
Evensong
Café Church (possibly exploring Mental Health)
Communion
Messy Church
Fete at Chadacre
Baptism (TBC)
Midweek Communion

August
Sun 7th
Sun 14th
Sun 21st
Wed 31st

September
Sun 4th
Sun 11th
Sun 18th
Sat 24th
Sun 25th
Wed 28th

9.00am
6.30pm
4.00pm
9.00am
4.00pm
time tbc
12.30pm
10.30am

… and at Holy Trinity Long Melford every Sunday at 10.30am
(Google ‘Holy Trinity Long Melford Facebook’ for livestream)
# For our 4 o’clock community with family friendly events almost every Sunday at 4.00pm,
contact Nicky on chadbrooklightawave@gmail.com or 07938 681 319
For our toddler and youth groups, please contact Pam on 07890 880 976 or
melfordfamilyworker@gmail.com.
For more details or info on any changes please call 07804 558160 or see
www.alpheton&shimplingchurches.org.uk or www.longmelfordchurch.com
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Church News
Mow for a month! The graveyard at Alpheton is a beautiful place for rest and reflection, but it
does require considerable maintenance. One area we are looking for support is mowing and
stimming the area around the graves at the far end of the graveyard.

We are looking for some volunteers can be paired up and who will do a mow and strim a couple
of times in their allotted month. We do have a mower available already. If you are able to offer
your support, ideally in a pair, please contact Paul Weeks on 01284 827 514 or
pauljgw@aol.com. We would really value your support.

The ‘Throne’ We had a delightful village Christening at Alpheton church at the start of July to
which people travelled quite a distance. We now have an innovative solution to providing
‘facilities’ at Alpheton at large events. OK so it is not The Ritz but it is a lot better than nothing.
This was available for the first time at Alpheton, as was the new portable card reader.
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a huge thankyou …
to the Newsletter contributors and distributors
Please submit any articles for the next edition to:
to Rev Lawson:
revmattis@gmail.com
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